LEADR accrediting to the National Standard
LEADR has begun to accredit mediators under the National Standard introduced in January this year. As a Recognised Mediation Accreditation Body (RMAB), LEADR is committed to enhancing the quality of mediation in Australia through the application of this Standard.

Having championed and contributed to the Standard’s development, LEADR now encourages its members to become accredited. (At this stage, accreditation is voluntary.)
Already accredited by LEADR

If you are already accredited by LEADR as LEADR Accredited or LEADR Advanced, it is likely that you fulfill the category of ‘experience qualified’ in the standard and need to complete the following application form: Application for National Accreditation for LEADR accredited mediators. 
To download, click here >>
or at: www.leadr.com.au/documents/Application for NA for LEADR accred med.doc



LEADR is not charging its Accredited and Advanced members who wish to become accredited under the National Standard. Your LEADR Accredited or Advanced status will continue alongside national accreditation.

Principal and Chief Executive of ArgyStar.com, Philip Argy, a LEADR Advanced mediator completed the form in the LEADR office in around 10 minutes. According to Philip, “It was really easy!”
If you’re not already LEADR accredited

Both LEADR Accreditation and accreditation under the National Standard have similar processes and requirements so the application form for LEADR accreditation is the same as for national accreditation (except if you’ve already been accredited by LEADR). LEADR is not charging a fee for you to apply or for your application to be assessed by the Accreditation Committee.
This application form is: Application for accreditation by LEADR and to the National Standard.
To download click here >>
or go to http://www.leadr.com.au/documents/Application for accred by LEADR and to NS.doc
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Three pathways to accreditation (for mediators not already LEADR accredited)
· Undertake additional training 
After reviewing the Standards, you may realise that you need to undertake additional training. LEADR will offer a one day training course to complement its 4 day training course.  Please contact LEADR to discuss this and other training options.


· Apply to undertake a video and written assessment
If you have completed the threshold training requirements or equivalent, you can apply to LEADR to undertake a video and written assessment. As at February 2008, the fee for undertaking the assessment is $484.
· Apply to be recognised as ‘experience qualified’
‘Experience qualified’ mediators are those who:
· have worked as mediators prior to 1 January 2008, and 

· who have experience, training, and education that satisfies LEADR that they are equipped with the skills, knowledge and understandings set out in the core competencies (see the Practice Standards), and

· have met the continuing accreditation requirements in the 24 months prior to making an application,
or
· are resident in a linguistically and culturally diverse community for which specialised skills and knowledge are needed and/or from a rural/or remote community where there is difficulty in attending a mediation course or attaining tertiary or similar qualifications. 

Review by the LEADR Accreditation Committee

Applications for video and written assessment

· If this application is successful, you may undertake a video and written assessment. 

· If assessed as competent, you may become a LEADR Accredited member for the annual fee of $220 and complete the application for national accreditation (evidence of good character, compliance and insurance, and your qualifications to give advice in a blended mediation process).

· If the application for assessment is unsuccessful, LEADR will provide information about additional training options.

Applications to be recognised as ‘experience qualified’

· If this application is successful, you may become a LEADR Accredited member for the annual fee of $220 and complete the application for national accreditation (evidence of good character, compliance and insurance, and your qualifications to give advice in a blended mediation process).

· If the application is unsuccessful, LEADR will provide information about video and written assessment and/or additional training options.

LEADR Accreditation

LEADR continues to maintain its own accreditation Scheme. In LEADR’s Scheme there are two levels: Accreditation and Advanced Accreditation. The requirements for the first of these and for accreditation under the National Standard are very similar. LEADR is currently reviewing its Scheme to reconcile areas of difference so that the accreditation process for members is streamlined. LEADR anticipates that Advanced Accreditation will become increasingly attractive to members to reflect their significant experience and skill level. 

LEADR continues to participate in the development of the standard and will be attending the first meeting of the National Accreditation Committee on 5 March 2008.
National Standards

The application forms draw on two documents both of which are available on the LEADR website:
· The National Mediator Approval Standards, click here >> 
or find at www.leadr.com.au/documents/Approval standards.pdf >>

· The National Mediator Practice Standards, click here >> 
or find at www.leadr.com.au/documents/Practice standards.pdf >>
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