On 16th April 2007, members of the WA Chapter of LEADR were indeed privileged to have as our guest speaker UK mediator Elizabeth Rivers.

Elizabeth previously worked as a litigation lawyer in the UK and for the past ten years has been involved in mediating, training and executive coaching.  Her passion is to create awareness of the needs of the earth environment in concert with our own needs.  Elizabeth is currently working in partnership with the UK Environmental Law Association.
Elizabeth took us on a very interesting and challenging journey as she advocated for environmental awareness in all that we do – as  citizens, lawyers and mediators.  Elizabeth showed diagrammatically  a frame which she referred to as the Great Jurisprudence, representing the capacity of the planet and the laws of nature, an inner circle of Governance and within this circle another circle representing the Laws, Regulations etc which govern our lives and actions.  It was suggested that the circles had “drifted” beyond the frame of Great Jurisprudence.

Elizabeth advocated the need to establish a benign relationship with the planet and to see all of life as an interconnected web, rather than a pyramid with mankind perched atop.

The audience interaction and debate that followed this address raised a myriad of questions, a great deal of soul searching and challenges to comfort zones.  The debate that was stimulated will continue long after Elizabeth’s address.   .

